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fonly wear ii ia a land of Hectors, 
Tiieves, sapercargoes, sharpers, and directors.—Poper. 


—iO)00V0-—— 
THE “ DAILY MURDERS” IN IRELAND, 
OWING 
TO THE SYSTEMATIC MISRULB OF AGES! 


a 


Mr. Owen, of Lanark, of whose general philanthro- 
phy and benevolence of intention, there ean be no doubt, 
has published a short note, in which ne declares that 
government possesses the means of putting a stop to the 
DAILY MURDERS ) FAMINE, Which are occurring in 
treland. We wish Mr. Owen had gone on to point out 
those means; for we confess they are beyond our com- 
prehension. We had some objections to the plan of 
this gentleman for congregating the inhabitants of thecoun- 
try into hives, for the purpose of making honey for wasps 
anddrones ; because we did not find ¢ any reason to believe 
that the “societies of co- -operation’”. would be able to 
surround themselves with ramparts sufficiently strong to 
deny admittance to the taxeatherers of the borough- 
mongers, who would soon attack their granaries, and 
store-houses: —but to remedy the distress in lreland, to 
put a stop to the ravages of death, who is there seizing 
his victims in the midst ofa general abundance, which 
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Liverpool declares so great as tu have become a curse—~ 
we should be reconciled to any scheme whatever. Mr. 
Owen, however, does not state the means ; and we are 
left to regret that he has not; for there is no doubt that 
every victim of the present calamity, is a martyr to the 
misrule which has reduced the inhakitants to so low an 
ebb, as to be subjected to starvation, and all its attend- 
ant horrors of disease aud anguish, on account of a very 
partial fatlure of the petatoe crop! The world must 
hear with astonishment, that a people are dropping into 
the grave, the victims of famine, while the markets are 
glutted with every species of produce, because the 
babour of these martyrs is not worth the price of sus- 
tenance! This is the leading curse! The earth is not 
sterile. ‘The seasuns have not been peculiarly unfavour- 
able. There is neither want of food nor waut of labour ; 
but the capital that should supply its demands has been 
exhausted by a fatal system of government, only known 
in its rapacious exactions. Were there any want of 
jvucd:—had some dreadful calamity swept away the 
fruits of the earth:—were it necessary to fetch from 
other quarters of the globe, their surplus, at extortion- 
ate prices—were it requisite to send to Egypt for corr, 
-—there would be an excuse for the rulers. They might 
then say, it is providence that afflicts you; and you must 
bear with patience the chastening hand of nature. 
But to have reduced a people so low, as to make 
them entirely and altogether dependent upon the 
¢ommonest species of food, and to leave them to pe- 
rish when il fails them, must have been the work of the 
government, and its work alone. What would be said 
of a law which should enact, that the price of an able 
bodied Jabourer’s day’s work in Ireland, should be one 
pound of potatoes for each individual of his family ; and 
in lack of potatoes, as the smallness of the sum could not | 
be estimated in any other produce, he shail be left to 

starve, but no work shall be required of him! What 
would be said, if this were the written law? But it is 
the practical law of the system! It has been found 
that salt and potatoes would support human existenee ; 
and the system has practically enacted, by an imperative 
precept, that the Irish population, in the beat of periods, 











THE BLACK DWARP, 39 


shall have scarcely any thing besides. It has been dis- 
covered, that human beings can subsist in holes, which 
it would be degrading decent pig-styes to compare them 
with; and the system has enacted that the Irish popula- 
tion shall have no better dwellings. It has been disco- 
vered, that human existence may be as independent of 
clothing, as the existence of brute animals; and the sys~ 
tem has enacted that the Irish population shall dispense 
with clothing; or, at the best, be content with the 
mockery of rags, which speak more forcibly the want of 
clothes, than nakedness itself. To be sure, all these 
tliscoveries would have availed the system but little, had 
it not made a greater discovery than all these, namely: 
that the population of Ireland would be contented with 
food that many pigs will refuse ; that the population of 
Treland would be content with dwellings, into which a 
eareful farmer would hardly put his pigs; that the Irish 
population would quietly submit to walk in the naked- 
ness of primitive nature, or to wear rags from which a 
savage would turn away with scorn and disgust: that 
they would do all this, while their fields yielded abun- 
dance, by their toil, to be exported to other markets for 
the purpose of supplying the Juxury of masters, who 
perhaps never condescend to think of the slaves who are 
toiling for them; that they would bear all this, while 
their Jabour fed,-and their ingenuity and industry clothed, 
a large portion of the world ; that they would bear all 
this, with the power of redressing all their grievances in 
an hour, by the rational and firm demand of the rights 
with which their existence invests them! This was the 
yrand discovery of all! This was the master-work of the 
system: to find out that there were beings who resembled 
men, and yet were not accustomed to exert themselves 
like men; to find the doctlity of humanity without its 
determination ; in short to find out a race of animals who 
were willing to labour like brutes, without even stipu- 
lating for the supply of food which to brutes is willingly 
afforded. This discovery determined the character, and 
fixed the operation of the system. Ireland was a con- 
quest, and the Irish were contented to be slaves to the 
conquerors. The religioa of its inhabitants was proe 
scribed, aad the immense revenues of. its church were 
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forcibly transferred to a new system of religion, substi- 
tuted in ils place. In this transaction, the ordinary 
terms granted toa capitulatirg enemy, the protection of 
the established laws and 1e Wwion, were disregarded. 

Chureh property is always an evil; but it was far less 
so in freland, when in the hands of the Church of 
Rome, than itis now ia the Church of ee: for 
the cornmurion of the clergy with the people occasioned 
amore equal distribution. It is now confined to the clergy 
of one-seventh of ‘ae people; and though by the ancient 
law of tythes, 0 te-third belongs to the p oor, yelare they 
absorbed by the Protestant Church of bea and, for the 
benefit of its clerical members! Previous to the fatal 
union with England, Ireland, notwithstanding all its 
injuries, had the latent princi ale of national vitality re- 
maiving. ‘Though bound in the chains of her conqueror, 
and bleeding from n her numerous wounds, the vital spark 
was nol entirely extinguished; and there were some 
hopes of her recovery. But the un‘on gave the fatal 
stab to her existence. [It was like tearing the heart from 
the body : and from that hour she | became a dead corse, 
stil fottered to the living body of England, for ver- 
min to prey upon, and vuitures to devour. Hope 
and expectation few a the English court. Genius only 
dared to lament what it should have denounced. The 
arm of strength was pdlbitl~aitie soul of courage was 
no more. Oppression eng gendered ferocity, aud the 
dread of venveance introduced despotism. The resources 
of the island withered under the desolating hand of 
misrule—and nothing remains save fields that bloom a 
garden for cther nations, while they enly offer a grave to 
those who cultivate them. The present calamity. is only 
one of several tuat have preceded, and of many that will 
follow, of a similar description. Standing always on 
the brink of famine, any accidental or ‘Joeal fiilure 
plunges the inhabitan's into all its horrors. Until they 
are rendered in some measure independent of such oc- 
etrrence, these evils will be perpetually renewed. And 
t» what a dreadful condition are those millions reduced, 

Who apprehend a famine from an unseasonabie shower, 
avd starvation from an ordinary drought. 


ft was, undoubtedly, the duty of those who prot by 
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the system which has sunk them so low, to have inter- 
fered at the first moment when tamine was apprehended, 
and to have arrested its course. It was they who had 
absorbed the resources of Ireland, and they ought to have 
siven back what her famishing people required. it was 
not the business of pr ivate char ity to discharge a 
naiionalduty. The vational Treasury should have been 
al once opened—a judicious transfer of the abundance of 
one part of the country should have been made by “i 
covernment. The national ships could not have bee 
better employed—the national treasures ceuld not bie 
bcen devoted to belter purposes. But it was nota 
monarch stooping to bez an encrease of an enormous 
salary, on the pa altry plea of au encreasing family. it 
was nota king coming to solicit the payment of hun- 
dreds of thousands of debts, which had been incurred in 
extravagance, riot, and deba: uchery. Jt was not a lost 
of placemen who were prayiog for relief. It was ouly 
the poor population of Ireland, ~ and there were no droits 
of the Admirally to be pou: red out for them. A few 
tardy legislative measures were suffered to craw! through 
the senate, indicative of a disposition to do as litle as 
could be avoided; and private charity was left to do as 
much as it could, that public justice might be withheld 
as long as possible. A sum of a hundred thousand 
pounds’ was placed at the disposal of the Lord | ieute- 
nant, to expend in works for the relief of a million of 
famishing beings, for the most part already unable te 
work ; and forming an average of about two shillings per 
head. For weeks it was left to be suppesed that this 
was all that would be done by the ministry, until if 
was evident that the supply was not at all adequate to 
relieve the accumulating evils, when-a tardy ac now- 
ledgment was made that it was nol intended to limit the 
amount to the vole. Such measures are both iijurious 
and unjust. Many have died of famiae, while the govern- 
ment hel | back its hands, before private charity could 
reach them. By suffe ‘ing the famine lo reach a frichi - 
ful height before any < altempts were made to check if, al! 
its evils were exaggerated. Halt the sum in January 
last would have done twice as much good. When it was 
first whispered that famine was to be apprehended, the 
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ministry should have advised the King to present himself 
at Limerick; and for once the idlers, the caterpillars, 
and the leeches of a court, might have been serviceable. 
He would have carried with bim the receivers of the 
public treasures; the expenditure his presence would 
have occasioned, ‘would have afforded employ, and sus- 
tenance, to thousands. The fragments of the royal table 
might have sufficed a district. The palace that his 
flatterers talked of erecting for him might have been 
commenced; and would have been only an act of justice 
io have compelled the sycophants who talked of the pros- 
perity of Ireland to produce the funds requisite for its 
completion. This should have been the embassy to sup- 
press the disturbances in Ireland; and not a military 
force, at an expence of £200,000, to answer the inadness 
produced by oppression, with the thunder of cannon, and 
the dread of the bayonet, or the gallows: 

The ministerial papers talk of péots in Ireland! And 
one of a similar description to those got up in England, 
by those stage-managers, Sidmouth anJ Oliver, has been 
said to have been detected at Armagh, But if the plot 
had been real, had it been widely extended, and success- 
ful:—had it rescued Ireland from her dependence on 
England, and restored peace, prosperity, and freedom, 
to a race hitherto known only ta dissention, want, 
and thraldom! What would the future historian of Ire- 
land have said of such a plot? What would the Moores 
of future ages have sung of it? What would the millions 
of freemen it would have made, have thought of the 
heads that conceived, and the hands that executed it? 
What would the citizen of the world have felt, as he 
journied through a new race of happy mortals, and con- 
trasted their present happiness, with the history of their 
forefathers? Would he be likely to have lamented the 
abolition of tythes—or the extiiction of the harpy race 
of middle-men and tythe-proctors? Ect the legislators 
of England remember—and, above ail, let him who has 
betrayed the land of his birth, for th e emolumenis of 
office, remember that a gov ernmnent which at ttempis to 
rule by. force, chaliengcs the resistance of human na- 
¢ure:—and that although this challenge may remain un- 
accepted for ages, the gauntlet will assuredly be taken up, 
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and the day of retribution at last arrive. Greece has 
thrown off the slumber of a thousand years, to dash in 
pieces the chains that were imagined to be eternally 
fastened, more on the minds, than on the bodies, of her 
children. The length of her sleep has not withered her 
arm, but seems to have new-strung it with additional 
vigour. The fearful odds against which she seems to 
have to contend, appal not her energies—!he barbarities 
inflicted by her Sava, ze enemies, only stimulate the thirst 
of vengeance: —and she will ‘triumph, though Russia 
stand by and see her assailed without assistance—and 
though the boroughmongers of Britain include the Great 
Turk in their prayers for the safety of all their friends / 
The lesson afforded by this signal revival of the spirit of 
a nation supposed to have been finally extinct, may caus 
tion more parties than one; and those who would not 
have the example followed, will be wise to remove the 
causes which are calculated to produce such an effect. 


THE BLACK DWARF. 





LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 





Frim the Black Dwarf in Warwick Gaol, to the 
Yellow Bonze at Japan. 





EXPOSITION OF THE RIDDLE OF CASTLEREAGH S HOLF< 
DIGGING SCHEME. 


My Fellow friend, 

A few weeks more, and I shall Jose all my 
attendants, and be reduced to the condition of a private 
gentleman. No further residence in * the admzration 
‘* of the world!” No more,“ parade and pomp of cir- 
** cumstance’’—no watching where I go—nu care whether 
I move or not—no more state importance altached either 
to where’ I am or what [ do. In-short, my good frien, 
I am about to lose all the grandeur of my state-existenc By 
and to mix again with the multitude asanu: ndistingutshe 
ed atom. I “hope, however, that Mr. Dawson will not 
go into hysteries, at the prospect of my being again at 
iberty. I hope he will not faint away when he reads 
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that [am breathing the free air:—and [ think I shall 
advise him to take a little strengthening medicine, to 
fortify, his nerves, after an emetic, or two, anda few 
purges, to rid him of the spleen and foul humours, 
with which his system is overcharged. I have already 
forwarded a medicine which will be administered by 2 
skilful physician to his patrons; and perhi aps he may 
partake a Jittle of the benefit it will do them. And the 
other poor creatures, too, who have fancied that the 
very safety of the realm depended upou my dating my 
letters from Warwick Gaol, what will they do? Will 
they hide themselves in nurseries for grown-up children, 
lest the Black Dwarf should devour them? For they 
cannot now entertain a ein of my couversiow, nor is 
there much chance of my swdden death ; though that 
is a contingency that a. ay yet happen in their fay our! 
fam told, however, that whate ver iny enemies may 
do, I shail mect ree many more friends when I re~ 
enter the world, than € had the good fortune to leave in if. 
That great m: palilebueees of Radi ical Reformers, tle DEBT. 
has been rapidly at work; and | atm informed they 
swarm now in places were the name was hardly known 
before. a SLy — market-table is surrounded by 
them—and every market full of them i—nay, it is even 
reported that many of the wreat folks are ti kine the 2n- 
fection. An Alderman of a Northern corporation, 
the other day exclaimed to a Reformer,—* Ah Foon 
‘what you were right, afler all, I tind and by——- I 


2. must urn Radical m yselfnow 1? ‘She reformer replied— 


‘much obliged to you, but you are foo date. We do 
not want you now, we haveso many; you should have 
*““come earlier to be welcome: and the motive that 
‘ brings you now is foo dow to recommend you to our 
" Fra And really my friend if the ‘Reformers 
encrease so fast, we shall har rdiy know what to do 
with them; unless we adopt Castlereavh’s recommenda- 
tion, and dig holes for the purpose of filing them up 
again !—thoug! Lif the reformers are driven to this mode 
of employment, they tight tuink of a soré of rubbish to 
fillthem up with, th at mi: vht nok be very agreeable te 
the noble lord, complaisant’ and well-bred as he is. | 


x 
haye always ¢ hought there was somelbing more than met 


66 











THE BLACK DWARP, 45 


the ear in his hole-digging plan. Though he is nothing 
of a Sennen, yet heis something of a man of business ; 
and he must have known that to set a man lo dig a hole, 
and then to fill it up with the same stuff, would be to do 
nothing more than to work the digger into a double ap- 
yetite, while his ordinary powers of mastication were 
hardly to be kept going by all the food he could obtain. 
Among other prison amusements, I have been trying to 
solve this hole-digging riddle; ‘and I think J have hit 
upon a correct explanation. if Tam sight, then, the 
noble lord meant that when one man had dug aes hole, 
he should fill it up by putting another man into it ; that 
hy thus turning grave digger, he might get the share of 
food belonging to the man he hat buried, in addition to 
his own! By this means, half of the population would 
be safely disposed of, by the labours of theother half; and 
as this hole digging ‘plan was published ai a period wh en 
it was fashion: able to complain of * foo many mouths,” 
i feel satisfied that [ have hit upon ihe true meaning of 
the scheme to reduce the number; which thou wilt agr: ee 
is admirably calculated to preduce the intended effec 
Wyh the modesty of the noble lord prevented him aun 
speaking out, [know not; but it was probably owing tohis 
fears as to who might have been put into the holes, to fil! 
them up with; as it would have been ve ry disagreeable fora 
huge,vulgar,fellow,to propose maki ing use of hisLordsbip for 
that purpose ; and unless the thing had been properly ar- 
raigned before hand, the dole digger s, instead of going 
quietly and civilly into the holes themselves, might | have 
sone so far as to fill them up with such noble materials 
as the order to which the noble lord belongs—a thing 
the more likely to happen, as very vulgar people might 
not be able to discover that the noble lard and his fellows. 
if he have any, were fit for any-other purpose. J cannot 
therefore but admire the caution of the noble lord, aut 
confess that there was much reason in it; as it could not 
be expected he should come forward, and say in so many 
words— ** Here am I, and a great maz; 1y others like me, 
‘** who do nothing but consume the fruits of your labour, 
‘* so that there is not half enough left for you who do 
“* the labour ; now the best way of remedying this would 
* be to dig holes and put us in; and then we shall want 
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“no more, and you will have enough!” No one, 
I say, could expect any man to say this; and the 
bare hint of a scheme that might be so interpreted, 
is a strong proof of the good feeling, and patrioat- 
asm, of the noble lord. <A litle reflection will con- 
vince thee of the profound knowledge he must have 
possessed, to have conceived such a project—so simple, 
and yet so efficacious! ‘Fie proposition is as clear as 
any mathematical demonstration. Get rid of one half 
of a redundant population, and you will have only half 
left! Nothing caa be more clear: + Then how to get rid 
of them is the question. No better mede can be ima- 
gined than putting them safely into holes, and covering 
them up. They must have been buried one day, and 
hurrying them away when they have nothing left to eat, 
is a kind method of preventing them from being murs 
dered by hunger :—so that the plan is even benevolent ! 
The only question was, who should be put in the holes, 
when they are dug! And in this question, there is, I 
own, some difficulty. The fairest way would be to ballot 
for it, as tempest-driven mariners cast lots who shall be 
eacrificed to the appetites of their fellows:—but the ne- 
bie lord hates universal suffrage, and election by ballot, 
and this mode would not suit his prejudices; though it is 
possible, if he were to offer himself as a candidate for the 
Aonour of being thus sacrificed for his country, that he 
might be ¢xdudged in his wish by a very large majority 
of votes, even given in the boroughmonger moda, and 
without fee or reward. But his invincible modesty ope- 
rates to the prejudice of his exaiation. He does not 
think himself worthy of such distinguisbed honour ; and 
waits for his mure cievated colleagues to take precedence 
of him, in the glory of such a martyrdom :—and so dif- 
fident are they ‘all of their merit, that no one steps for- 
ward to claim a more honourable palm tian was worn 
even by Eustace St. Pierre, when he gave himself up as 
aransom for his fellow-citizens of Calais. Hence the 
hole-di¢ging plan, though so memorable an instance of 
the most profound wisdom of the most profound states- 
man who ever turned his back upon himself, is not likely 
to be carried into effect, because the question as to what 
the holes are to be filled yith remains undecided. Yet 
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some bold attempts have been made, too, to find some- 
thing to fill them with. The authors of the Manchester 
Massacre wanted to fill them up with the Reformers ; 
upon the plea that as they were complaining of being 
hungry and oppressed, life could be of no great value to 
them, and that therefore they could nat grumble at being 
put to death. There wasmuch poiné in this reasoning. 
The reformers had often declared that “ life without li- 
berty was deprived of half its blessings ;” and the au~ 
thors of the Massacre added very naturally, that life 
without sufficient food was deprived of the other half; so 
that in depriving the reformers of life, they only lost 
what it was a kindness to take from them. In this point 
of view, the humanity and benevolence of parsons Hay 
and Ethelstone were conspicuous. They were only send- 
ing to another world, those who had no portion in this. 
They were sending to heaven those who had no business 
on earth; and though the means may be called MurDER, 
the end was peace! The reformers, nevertheless, gave 
them no credit for the intention ; and reasoned in a very 
different manner. They said, if any were to be removed, 
it should be those who had already enjoyed all the good 
things of earth—that they had had their share, and ought | 
to be contented—that it was time for the peor to come in 

for their portion of earthly goodthings—that they had no 
doubt Parsons Hay and Ethelstone had warmer friends 
in the next world than they could hope for:—and that 
at all events those who pretended to be so well acquainted 
with the blessings of eternity, ought to be the most 
willing to embrace them. © They said, besides, that the 
reascn of the case pointed out who were to go into the 
holes! Not those who dug them, certainly, for the 

were, by the proposal of the Noble Lord, to fill them up 
again. Now the holes must be dug by the “ lower 
classes ;? as the great ones would not be seen at 
such vulgar employment:—and filling up a hole is 
as vulvar; and almost as Jaborious, as digging 
it. Besides, they added, it would be to starve 
the great world, if the ‘* lower orders” were to 
dig holes and bury themselves; for none weuld be lefé 
to labour for the great, to till the earth, or to reap its 
produce:—so that it would seem to fellow that the la- 
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bourers should have been intended tadig the holes, and to fill 
them up withthose who did not labour: that, in the lan- 
guage of the proverb, there might be left no more cats 
than could catch mice for themselves! This, to my mins, 
is the notable project of the Noble Lord, though ke has 
chosen to speak as darkly as an oracle to the people 
when they consulted him ; and he talked in addition of 
the “ healing hand of time,” which was to ** fructify to 
the relief of the nation.” and particularly to the farmers, 
Ttiink he must have alluded to the known rank fertility 
of churci-yards ; meaning that when the one half of 
the population had buried the other, the fields would 
* fructify” as greatly as church-yards, from the fatness 
of the manure! ‘This is comfort for the farmers cer- 
tainly ; only that Liverpool comes in to spoil the value 
of the “ fructification,’ by declaring that abundance 
is a curse; and that the produce must be destroyed to 
make it dearer, in order to bless the country again! 
Whether the hole-digging plan will ever be resorted 
to, or not, [am not conjuror enough to determine ; but 
it is certain the farmers will soon be put under the sod, 
as the only place of safe hiding from bailifis aud the tax~- 
satherers. They are truly in a woful plight; and if 
Lord Castlereagh could hide them in any of his holes, 
they would be clad enough of it; but the mischief is, 
~ that they are more anxious Lo be hidden fr om him, and 
from Ais friends, than from any body else. Ah! my 
ood friend, cot uldst thou but scethe bodd yoomen Of this 
happy land! the descendants of those of whom it was ati 
that one Englisliiman could beat five Frenchmen, and 
would not even hesitate much al eating one of them 
or his luncheon! Now, aias! one bum-bailif, and a 
tax-catherer, shail scare a score of them, even upon 
the war-borses which they mounted to vile over the 
Reformers! While the Frenchmen, with recovere: 
spirits, Bape at the alteration, and exclsim--- 
“Vat! by Gar! Be dat tall, thin, pale, awkward- 
“ Jooking ting, mine old fat acquaintance, Jean Bull! 
“Ah! ah! vat, you vill no mock at de /rogs 
“now! nor de vooden shoes! nor de sans cul- 
“lottes! Ah! ah! Jeaa Bull! vat. you have no 
** beef for yourseli—and your breeches by ¢ var! you vill 
“soon loye dem ; for vour pockets are t turned out already : 
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* Ah! ah!” The poor farmers can hardly bear; nor 
ean they think without shame, and bitter regret, that 
they have been helping to peraectite and imprison all 
those who have told them “ what their world of big 
blessings would ceme to at last-? Now, they find that 
Thomas Pa’ ne, whom they burnt in effigy, and would 
have burnt iareality, if their deceivers could have caucht, 
him for them, told them nothing but the plain truth— 
that theyw sell be ruined at last, if they did not take their 
affairs into their own hands. The prophecy is accom- 
plished—and the authors of their ruin tell them io dig 
holes and fill them up again. Can they do better 
then to take this advice ?— 
Thy friend and well-wisher. 


THE BLACK DWARF. 
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LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWAR®. 
—_ 
From the Black Dwarf in Warwick Gaol, to Mr. 


Wallace, the late Propeser of the Sacrifice of the 
British Navy. 


ON tTS RESPITE FOR ANOTHER YEAR. 
SIR, | 
You have done well, and wisely, to pause in your 
proceedings to repeal the ‘Navi gation Laws. I will not 
attribute your hesitation to the effect produced by any 
ee vations of mine; as it matters not who has saved 
the basis of the marilime power of England, from being 
rashly removed by the hands of mere mercantile specu- 
lation. ‘That basis remains yet unshaken; and though 
you only profess to have withdrawn your proposal until 
the following session, I trust J shall be able to shew you, 
before that period, that your design is DANGEROUS to 
the State ; though I will not dispute that it might be be- 
neficial, ina mere commercial point of view, to some 
endividuals, and perhaps to the revenue ; but a revenue 
raised at the expense of a national interest, is like killing 
the goose to obtain her eggs ; and individual prosperity, 
built upon national decay, resembles those little useless 
green shoots that are seen bursting from rotten stumps. 
The real question has been stiangely overlooked ; and a 
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prospect of gaining a few pounds, has set aside the con- 
sideration of the sacrifice about to be made. The Navi- 
gation laws are, some of them, odd and seemingly 
contradictory enough; but they have answered their 
| purpose, and are calculated to answer it a great while 
longer. Some of them may be removed ; that is, such 
of them as have been only the scaffolding by which the 
naval power has been raised ; but the greater portion of 
them resemble the foundatzons of a building, and if they 
are removed, the building must fall. In a future num- 
ber, I will endeavour to point out the difference between 
the “ scaffold and the pile ;” though I will candidly 
confess, I do not like any interference with either. The 
Navy is the only vigorous arm the nation has left ; and 
if it be not shaped as handsomely and sightly as that of 
the Apollo Belvidere, it is SouND and capable of any 
service. Let no attempt, therefore, be made to chissel 
it into proportions that may please a political connois- 
seur. It will grow old too early for the safety of 
the nation. A country must consult its own inte- 
rests, if it mean to retain any. It is very pleasant to 
verceive the peaceable demeanour of the Society of 
Friends ;— and we can readily agree with the beauty 
of universal peace, and boundless philanthropy: but 
what would become of a nation of Quakers ?—rich as 
they would be by industry, and so peaceable as to re- 
fuse to take up arms in defence of their property, and 
what is still dearer than property. It is clear that 
quakerism must be abandoned, or the guakers would be 
annihilated. And until ald the world shall unite in abo- 
lishins all restrictions, and a system of general and eter- 
nal peace be establishec—that is, while the world remains 
as it is, every nation must consult its own interests, in 
the best possible way; as a merchant sells his commodi- 
ties to the best advantage, without reference to the price 
at which he can afford to sell, if he can obtain more. 
The greatest interest of a nation is its MEANS OF DEFENCE, 
and the only defence of this nation against foreign 
enemies is ils NAVAL POWER. To sacrifice one seaman, 
would be a loss that the gain of hundreds of pounds 
would not repay :—and this alone is sufficient to deter- 
mine that any measures which may by possibility dimi- 
uish the number of native seamen should be instantly 
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rejected. If you are anxious to remove the restrictions 
upon trade, remove all that affect the British Shipper. 
Levy moderate ¢ontributionson those who visit your ports, 
and leave your own navigation as free from imposts as 
possible. An English vessel in its own ports should be 
as free as an English subject on the high way. You have 
scope enough tor reformation in the abolition of charges 
upon native vessels. What is ame to ‘other nations 
should be only fora fair equivalent, and that not inter- 
fering with the protection of our navy. Your proposi-~ 
tion, respecting the trade with South America, was an 
unwise one. Modern economists may praise it asthey 
will; but it is unwise to offer to rec2ive their 
vessels into your ports, on the same conditions on 
which they will receive yours. By an offer of 
recognizing the independence of South America, a 
matter essential to them, and indifferent to you, an ad- 
vaniageous intercourse on your own terms might be 
obtained for many years. Your restrictions are estab. 
lished. The foreign commercial world is accustomed 
to them; and they would as soon think of asking you 
to surrender the empire of the seas as to relinquish 
them. When the lapse of time shall have destroyed 
the advantages of the Navigation Laws, by furnishing 
other marts, and other markets that defy the competi- 
tion of England, you need not repeal the Navigation 
Laws, for they will become dead letters on your statute 
book. Commerce will then have shifted her sails, and 
it will be hopeless to recall her; but to enable her to do 
this some centuries before nature demands it, is not the 
business of an English legislator. -I remain, &c. 
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THE PITT SYSTEM. 

The time is particularly favourable for an appeal to the 
reason of meu. All the glittering tinsel of the Pitt system, 
which lured fools to gaze in admiration at the splendour of 
the shew ; and enticed knaves to follow, in the hope of shar- 
ing in the spoils of the people, is now worn away. The crowds 
shrink from the naked deformity of its uature—and the 
knaves are in the condition of the butcher cheated by the 
tnagician in the Arabian Nights, when all the coin he had re. 
ceived for his meat was converted to bils of paper. 

The venal and interested passions that induced mento array 
themselves on the side of the Pitt System, are no longer ia 
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operation :—the fatal consequences which it has produced, and 
ihe still more fatal resulis that are in quickening embryo, 
dispose its (lupes of every description to escape, if possible, 

from the ruin in which it threatens to overwhelm them. They 
are no longer volunteer tiend sin its favour. They no longer 
call upon riot, conflagration, persecution, and murder, to rally 

under the ery of Church aud King! Crestfallen and chop- 
fallen, they shun the public eye, creep into holes and corners 
fo sign opinions of which they are heartily ashamed ; and which 
they have neither argument to defend, nor honesty to relin- 
quish, by an epen, manly confessien, that they have been 
deceived. Of the conversions of Presidents of Pitt Clubs, 
and Pitt Lawyers, who have emptied the pockets of their 
clients into their own, there is indeed no hope. Vanity,and folly, 
will keep them where interest aud i ignorance first placed them. 
But the rising generation cannot be enlisted under the banners 
of the Pittsystem. ‘Thechiidren blush for their fathers; and 
only seek an opportunity to disown, what they cannot fail to 
despise ts and Mi de ‘test. 

At sucha crisis, a steady beacon 1s needed. The shoals 
upon which the generation of 1792 was wrecked, require to 
be steadily poinied wut. ‘Those shoals were—the popular 
delusion that the representation of the people, though defec- 
tive in form, was correct in practice, and was really identified 

with the interests of the people. Hence arose the misplaced 
confidence, which enabled the resources of future ages to be 
anticipated by proiligate Minis ters, to swell the fortunes of 
jobbers and contractors, whose palaces rose like exhalations, 
to mock, by their splendour, the mise ary out of which they 
were raised. Hence arose that apparent prosperity, which 
reseubled the prosperity of the predigal son, while he was 
wasting his inheritance among harlots and debauchees ; —and 
from this fictitious prosperity arose that barning zeal, 
which had nearly laid Birmingham in ashes, to shew its 
boundless affection for religion and social order? The 
nation was prosperous, no doubt, while it was distmbuting 
it hundred millions of borrowed money. How could it 
be otherwise? ‘The spendthrift who sells his interest In an 
estate which should keep him for life, and spends all the pur- 
chase money iu one year, may have a year of prosperity ! 

Folly, venality, and flattery, may gather round his board, and 
say to his enjoyments “ be perpetual ;” but the laws of na- 
ture are not to be reversed by human interests, or human 
follies. The day when all is spent must arrive, and the prodigal 
be given up to the consequences of his folly. ‘That day is 
near at hand with the patrons of the Pitt System. ‘Their 
year of prosperity has passed away; and they must abide 
ihe poverty they bave provoked. 
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GREAT NORTHERN UNION. 


= Oo 


The funds of this Institution are rising, and if not 
yapidly, yet steadily, into importance:—and there is 
reason to be confident that some part of its object may 
be obtained. A great majority of the Reformers have 
decided that an attempt is worth making, towards en- 
creasing the numbers of the advocates of Radical Reform 
in the House of Commons :—and the reports of almost 
every debate, are enough to convince us that much more 
might be effected within that House, which would tend 
to produce that overwhelming expression of public opi- 
nion, by which Reform must ullimately be obtained ; if 
it should ever be obtained without an entire revolution. 

No one can doubt that the labours of Mr. Hume, have 
had an excellent effect, in enlightening thousands of 
minds, who could hardly have been instructed in such 
matters by any other means, than a Parliamentary ex- 
position of the abuses and corruptions of the system. It 
is only in that House, where the existing corruptions 
can be grappled with, upon even terms ; and if it be 
possible, by honest means, to arm those who are fight- 
ing the public battles, with the advantages and immuni- 
ties of the House, it is assuredly a duty, and a benefit 
todo so. I have seen, with some degree of amusement, 
a resolution purporting to be passed somewhere in Lon- 
don, that to send Reformers into the House of Com- 
toons, would “ retard the march of genuine liberty,” 
which is as much as to say, that to get a friend into an 
enemy’s camp, 1s to strengthen the enemy !—a sort of 
Yogic which is scarcely compatible with ordinary reason, 
and which must be left tooperate upon minds thai can en- 
tertain such difficult inferences. The only rational objec- 
tion ever made to the Northern Union, was that the im- 
prisoned sufiercrs in the cause of Reform, were entitled 
to an adequate support for themselves and their families, 
in the first instance :—and if it could be shewn that the 
subscriptions to the Northern Union had diminished the 
funds which were requisite to assist the martyrs of poli- 


tical persecution, it would be so far shewn that a degree 
Vor. EX. No. 2. 
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of mischief had resulted from it, which the Reformers 
were bound to redress. But it appeared to me, that the 
two objects, instead of clashing with cach other, might 
assist each other ; and in those matters which have fallen 
under my own observation, the latter has been the case. 

When I came here, [found two individuals who had suf- 
tered along imprisonment, without any assistance what- 

ever ! Yetthere was no Northern Union then menistence, 
to absorb the funds that should have supported them. 
On further enquiry, I fouad that others, though rot éo- 
tally neglected, were far from being adeq: aately assisted ; 
and that, in short, it was only those who kept up a con- 
stant appeal to the Reformers, who had their wants at- 
tended to; with the exception ‘of those who were under 
ihe immediate protection of the ivotfinghum Permanent 
Fund; which, with the most praiseworthy and manly 
adiierence io its original intention, was employ ed, actively 
and solely, in the relief of the ‘sufferers in the cause of 
Reform: Tad any proposal been made to this society, 

to devete to the funds of the Northern Union, any por= 
tion of the subscription raised for other purposes, they 
would have properly rejected any such proposition, as an 
unjustifiable encroachment upon funds already appro- 
priated to amore sacred, and more immediately neces- 
sary duty. By exertions of which I cannot but be proud, 
i have had the good fortune to contribute torouse the Re- 

formers in mere places than one; and the reproach of 
neglecting the sufferers, [ trust has been for some time 
removed : ; and when we remember how many have 
been liberated, and how few remain in prison, il would 
be a despicable proof of weakness and injustice, mdeed, 
if any were now left without requisite assistance, under 
ihe plea of subscribing to the Northern Union. On this 
question, | am entirely disinterested. [ am neither a 
partaker of the subscriptions of the Re ~~ nor am { 
ever likely to lave any personal, interest in the success 
of the Northern Union. For although my name has 


been mentioned as one of those whe might be able to do 
some service to the cause of Reform” in the Fflouse of 
Commons, there are so many others who stand before the 
ange as candidates, that it is beta a very remote possibi- 
lity indeed, that I should have any chance of being called 
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into Parliamentary service. Besides which, I have de- 
termined never to become a candidate for any public em- 
ployment ; though I am quite ready to discharge my 
duty in any situation to which the public voice may call 
me. ‘The recent institutions inaid of the Northern Union 
at Birmingham, and Coventry, have been formed upon 
the just principles of first relieving the wants of those 
who are suffering, and of forwarding the surplus, if any, 
to the funds of the Northern Union! Those who ean see 
any objection to this, are justified in withholding their 
assistance from the Northern Union; but to msrepre- 
sené what they dislike ; and to calumniate what they ob- 
ject to, is unmanly and unjust. We are not accountable 
to one another for the a0de in which we advocate the 
common cause:—but we are each bound to its promo- 
tion by a veduntary, and therefore amore sacred, obliga~ 
tion, to render it all the service in our power, that our 
sense of justice will permit. It would be much more 
pleasant, indeed, to have a clear, smooth, path before us, 
jeading directly and certainly, to the accomplishment of 
our object ; and that we were all marching under the 
same banner, and agreeing in the same obvious means of 
success. But the case is otherwise. The walls of cor- 
ruption are far too extensive to be seen in the same point 
of view to all Reformers ; and they will not fall like those 
af Jericho, at the mere sounding of the ram’s horns. 
They are too formidable to be taken by storm. They 
manst be sapped and mined ia detail, until practicable 
breaches are made in the weakest parts:—and surely 
those who think the House cf Commons the most acces- 
sible, may without blame direct their efforts to that point. 
What is to be done with our oppressors by argument, 
must be effected there. The floor of that House is the 
situation on which the advocates of freedom can best 
apply the most powerful Iever to the public mind. An 
ancient philesoplier wished to find a spot from which he 
could, at the same moment, address the whole human 
race. As far as the British empire is concerned, this 
wish ts realized to him who holds a seat in the House of 
Commons, if he have wisdom to perceive, and courage to 
avail himoelf, of the advantage 1° offers. With these im- 
Rressions, it is with much pleasure we insert the fellow - 
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ing details of the progress of the Northern Union, to- 
wards an importance e which may be one day felt, to the 
extremities of the common wealth :— 


YO THOMAS NORTHMORE, Esq. 

SIR, 

The Reformers of the City of York, who have es- 
poused the cause of “ The Great Northern Union,” take the 
liberty, through the medium of their Treasurer, most respect. 
fully to address vou as the Chief Treasurer of the Union, dar 
ing the absence of the worthy Patriot, Sir Charles Wolseley. 
Bart. The principal object of the Union being to accelerate 
Radical Reform, by providing means to assist in sending to Par- 
liament men in whom confidence can be placed—men who wil! 
advocate the rights of the people and perform the duty of faith 
full Representatives,—the Reformers of York beg to throw 
their mite into the general fund. In the adoption of the 
Union they cordially agree, and wish it the best success ; but 
lament the smallness of the assistance they are at present ena- 
bled to give. 

The sum you will find enclosed is five pounds, which they 
hope you will receive safe ; but for sending so small a sum they 
have to apologize ; recollecting ‘hat some time ago, youu re- 
commended where it could be done, not to send any sum less 
than ten pounds. But this being the first deposit ‘from this 
city, the Reformers hope to be excused ;’ as they deem it for 
the benefit of the whole Union, that, as soon as convenient 
after any large town has ‘embarked in the good cause, it should 
be made generally known. Besides it is thought that after this 
is*more publicly circulated in York, it will be ‘the means of ac- 
celerating an increase of members. ‘The present number is com- 
paratively very small; and they labour under pecul‘ar disad- 
vantages in forming an association of this kind. The obstacles 
they meet with are great and numerous; yet, notwithstanding 
which, they are determined not to relax in their exertions, so 
long as there is a cause to defend, whose enemies are corr uption 
and despotism, and whose friends are the wise and Virtuous ot 
every land—the disinterested Patriots of every soil. ‘The 
cause of liberty is as expansive asthe light of heaven; which, 
though it arises on one particular part of the horizon, glads 
the circumference of the earth; and though our exertions are 
more particularly directed to the country of our love, our native 
Jand we claim convection with the Patriots of everyclime,whether 
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they would crumble into dust the despotic sway of the Louvre 
or cleanse the augean stable of St. Stephens. 
lam, Sir, 
Your most obedient and humble Servant, 
ABRAHAM STANSFIELD, 
York, June 10, 1822. Treasurer. 
lichester, 18 June, 1622. 

Sr, 

We, the undersigned, acknowledge, with considerable 
satitfaction, your remittance of five pounds from the Reformers 
of the City of York, in aid of the Great Northern Union. 
We write this in the dungeon of that distinguished sufferer ia 
the cause of freedom, and his country, the Captive of IIches- 
ter; and shall rejoice to witness among the first fruits of the 
uni‘ed efforts of the patriots of the North, the return of that 
sufferer to Parliament at the ensuing election. No man more 
richly deserves that honour; few men could do more real 
service to his country if he enjoyed it. You speak of the 
difliculties and disadvantages under which you labour, in 
forming your association. So much the better. The more 
numerous the obstacle; the greater the glory; and heaven has 
bestowed few blessings upon mankind, unattended with 
dithceulty in the acquirement. How much more reason, then, 
have we to expect impediments and difficulties, in the 
attainment of the greatest of all earthly blessings—FREE- 
DOM. 

We take this opportunity of communicating to the Northern 
patriots, the receipt of ove pound from Mr. John Greensill, 
of Stourport, Worcestershire, and remain your obedient 
Servants, 

C. WOLSELEY. 
THOS. NORTHMORE, 
To Mr. Stansfield, Treasurer. 


wae (Jam 
Letter from Sir Charies Wolseley, Bart. to Mr. Cox, the District 
Treasurer of the Northern Union at Manchester acknowledging 
the receipt of an additional £20, for the purposes of the 
Union :— 
““ Sir, “ Wolseley, June 25, 1822. 
“T have this moment received a £20 Bank of England 
note from you, asaremittance towards the Great Northern Union, 
it really gives me infinite pleasure to find so much money rolling 
in. Pray remember, as most of the remittances are 18 Bank of 


Vou. iX. No. 2. 
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Englind paper—if the Bank breaks ere long, that I must beg wet 
to be accountable for those notes that may be found in my posses- 
sion; or! think it istem to one that I shall be half-ruined! I 
conceive it prudent to mention this—for I begin to think, ‘* the Old 
Lady” is about to fall to pieces!!! Indeed all our enemies seem 
to be on their last legs. Of one thing I am certain, that Pr vi- 
dence most evidently favours, in a high degree, the Radicals thi 





year, by giving such an appearance of a plentiful crop, and shor 
rents w consequence. Yes, my honest friends rejoice with me,— 
00D CROPS — SHORT RENTS —= and PLENTY OF TAXES FOR EVER! 


} remain, yours sincerely 
“C, WOLSELEY.” 





| VISIT OF MR. JOHN LAWLESS, PROPRIETOR 
| OF THE “ IRISHMAN,” TO GLASGoW. 


rh ee 


There is nothing more gratifying to the real friends 
of liberty, than to see those absurd prejudices, and 
petty jealousies, which are the surest bulwarks of igno- 
rance and despotism, fade before the dawn of reason, as 
the shadows recede from the splendour of the advancing 
sun. And we have not met with a greater proof of the 
rational progress of political information, than has 
beri afforded by the reception of Mr. Joun Law- 

| LESS, the manly and ivtrepid Editor of the only 
perfectly free press of which Ireland can _ boast, 
on a recent visit to Glasgow; where the reformers 
welcomed him with an ardour equaily honoura- 
ble to the stranger and his hosts. Stranger, did we 
say! No, we recall the expression. The love of liberty 
isa universal f reemasonry ; and to the wiseand the good, 
the votaries of the Goddess will never be found strangers 
—=still less her champions and her martyrs, when they 
follow the spirit they have contributed to diffuse, and ap- 
pear in the ‘ranks which they assisted to congregate 
together. To the individual whe was thus distinguished, 
and to the parties who surrounded him, we are person- 
ally unknown:—but we know the former by his honest 
and enlightened jabours in the public cause; and the 
latter by the testimony they have borne to their useful 
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effect ; and could we have been aware that such a party 
had assembled at the time when the meeting took place, 
the knowledge would have diffused a kindlier flow of 
spirits, and even the walls of our prison would have 
seemed to sparkle with a kindred glow:—for we should. 
have felt that in such an assembly our own Dwarfish 
efforts would not be entirely forgotten, at the board 
consecrated by the friends of reform in Glasgow, to the 
welcome ofa kindred spirit fromthe most injured portion 
of the empire. A meeting of reformers in Scotland, to 
welcome an advocate of reform from Ireland, is one of 
those ‘* innovations” which wilt probably startle all the 
hereditary haters of wooden-shoes, and sans-culottes ; 
but we trust it is only the prelude of many such visita- 
tions, and many such welcomes, of the advocates of re. 
form in every part of the commonwealth. This is the 
“ Hoty ALLIANCE” which freemen should oppose to the 
miscalled Aoly alliance of despots at Aome or abroad: — 
a personal acquaintance with each other, which would 
afford an opportunity of destroying those malevolent mis- 
representations which the cunning and base policy of our 
adversaries, is always insinuating, though it rarely ven- 
tures to come forward to make an open charge, lest it 
should admit of a direct refutation. If this personal ac- 
quaintance could be established between the advocates of 
reform, it would be the best means of cementing the 
reformers in a general avd indissoluble bond of patriotic 
union. They would not longer be liable to the reproach 
of being a rope of sand, without tenacity or adhesion ; 
but a new ‘ Corresponding Society” would be formed 
more potent than that which made Pitt tremble on his 
boroughmonger throne, and reduced him to the neces- 
sity of throwing off the mask of hypocrisy, and playing 
the tyrant, with all the disgusting features of bare-faced 
oppression. ‘To the first ‘* Corresponding Society” we 
are indebted for having pulled the veil from the monster, 
and shewing the deluded multitude the hideous nature of 
the THING before which they bent in stupid adoration. 
To this second, we might owe the fortunate resistance, 
that would puil corruption from her bulwarks, strike her 
weapons from her thousand hands, and trample her under 
the teet of the millions she has oprressed and plundereds 
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The follow: ing were among the toasts thal were received 
by the ass sembly with the greatest enthusiasm. 


“* The King, and may his professions to Ireland be 
the practice of his representative.” 

a iviland Religious Liberty to all mankind.” 

‘Mr, Join Lawless, and the Inde pendent Press of 
alanis and may the cause which he advocates find ils 
way to the most remote parts of the alobe. 

¢ Rotiy ar, and the ind pS orcemnti 4 South America. 
‘The independence cf Greece, and may its inhabi- 
tants bi animated by ihe spirit of their Fathers.” 
A full and unrestricted Emancipation to the Roman 
Cc athlies of the United Kingdom.” 
‘ A speedy relief to the distressed poor in Freland.” 

‘ The cause of Reform, and may its advocates per- 
severe in every constitutional effort io obtain it, till thei: 
labours be crowned wiih success.” 


Janiel O’Connell, Esq. and the Reformers of Ire- 
land.” } 

* Henry Hunt, Esq., the Reformer of [chester 
Gaol, and may he event be as successful in Reform. 
ing all other Houses that are equally infested with cor- 
ruption.” 

“W.E. Andrews, Esq., of London, the able vindi- 
eator of a calumniated people.” 


And on the subject of the proposal of another indiv:- 
dual, we have received the fol’owing letter from the 
Chairman of the Meeting ; which, as it contains some ex~ 
cellent remarks, independent of those which are com- 
plimentary, and exhibits the feeling with which the peo- 
wle viewed the conduct of our would-be tyrants, may 
prove an acceptable treat to several of our friends bot h 
on the dencé, and at the dar; cs well as to our nume- 
yous weds 467 ishers among the menzesterial MAPOF UES , 
who must be highly gratified to find their hatred is the 


passport to the general esteem of all whose 


respect 18 
worth the caring for. 
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TO Mr. THOMAS JONATHAN WOOLER, 
WARWICK GAOL. 


Bridgeton of Glasgow, June 22th, 1822. 
SIR, 

[ beg leave to trouble you with the present commu- 
nication, to inform you that, on a late occasion, when 
G:lascow was honoured with a visit from John Lawless, 
Ksq., of Belfast, Editor and Proprietor of “ The Irish- 
“man,” the friends of Reform in this village, thought it 
their duly to testify their approbation of the labours of 
that able individual in their commen cause, by inviting 
him to a festive mecting ou the Lith inst., which was 
numerously and respectably attended, and the evening 
spent with the greatest hilarity. ‘The time was filled up 
by drinking a number of appropriate toasts, and the 
healths of a number of distinguished individuals accom- 
panied with suitable observations. But among the resl, 
none Was more warmly received, than ‘* The health of 
** Mr. Wooler ;” which was proposed by Mr. Lawless. 
To give you an idea of what fell from that able and elo- 
quent man, respecting your labours in the cause of Re- 
torm, is what I will not attempt ; suffice it to say, that 
the ability with which your health was proposed, could 
only be equalled by the enthusiasm with which it was 
received. Mr. Lawless likewise requested me ‘(as I had 
the honour to fill the chair on the occasion) to inform 
vou of the sympathising feeling with which your name 
was received, that it might be some consolation to you, 
in the walls of your dungeon, to know that, though im- 
mured in a prison, you are not forgotten by the friends 
of freedom. This duty I hasten to perform. It is, in- 
deed, to me a pleasing task. I unly lament the absence 
of that ability, and of those talents; which would enable 
me to do justice to tae undertaking. But, however in- 
adequate, permit me, Sir, on behalf of the meeting, to 
return you my unfeigned thanks for the very important 
service you have rendered to the cause of Reform. The 
influence of terror has not been able to shake your fide- 
itv. You have continued to demonstrate, that the sys- 
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tem pursued by Ministers is cuntradictory to the clearest 
principles of naturel law ; destructive of every right and 
enjoyment which man has been taught to value; dero- 
gatory to his character ; and completely subversive of 
that dignity, which God has implanted in his nature.— 
You have pointed out as the only rational remedy for all 
our political grievances, a Radieal Reform in the Re- 
presentation of the People ; and you have enforced it, 
fearlessly, with arguments at once irresi-tible and con- 
vincing. Your opponents, no longer able to contend 
with you in the field with the weapons of reason, have 
retreated to the “last citadel of tyranny ;” and have 
answered your arguments, and rewarded your virtuous 
labours, with coercion. This, so far from answering 
the purpose intended, has produced the contrary effect ; 
for every altempt on the part of Ministers to persecute 
the advocates of liberty, produces enquiry on the part of 
the people. The public seldom err in their decision ; 
and the preponderating power of truth on the side of the 
Reformer, bears down mal | opposition. Hence, under the 
blighting influence, and by the very o;eration of perse- 
cution, ‘the cause of Reform is gaining strength. While 
you are pent up in a prison, the clanking of your chains 
ring daily in the ears of the Reformers, are heard in the 
utmost corners of the united kingdom, and are daily 
adding to the ranks of Reform. 

J am convinced, by that manly and straigat forward 
conduct that has hi therlo characterised you, as a public 
spirited, zealous, and faithful advocate of the cause of 
the people, that neither the iron grasp of tyranny, the 
operation of laws stretched beyond their legitimate im- 
port, nor the puny efforts of the venal press, will be able 
to arrest your progress in the cause of liberty and jus- 
tice ; but that your pen will continue with exhilirated 
rapidity, to pour forth its eloquence, until your labours 
in that great cause be at length crowned with success. 
which may we all shortly have the chappiuess to expe- 
rience. 


I have the honor to subscribe myself, Sir, 


Your obedient servant. 


HUGH GRAHAM, Chairman 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE REFORMERS AT 
LEEDS. 


We are requested to insert the following results of a 
public enquiry into the dissentions that have been sowed 
among the Reformers of Leeds. and its vicinity. That 
they may be speedily removed, is ail the wish we shall 
express upon the occasion ; as they are quite as frivolous 
in their origin, as they have been mischievous in their 
progress. The portion of misrepresentation which has 
fallen to our share, we have considered beneath our no- 

ice? being quite content to leave the reformers at large 
to pronounce upon the degree of estimation in which our 
labours should be held. 


RESOLUTIONS 
Agreed to af a very numerous meeting of the Reformers of Leeds, 
held in the Union Room, Richmond Hill, on the 18th of June, 

1822; and continued by adjournment on the 19th, 20th, 21st, 

and 25th, of the same month, to take into consideration the mis- 

representations and divisions which have existed among the Re- 
formers of that town, 
Mr. FRANCIS BUCKLE, in ter Cuarr. 

1. That the letters of Mr. Brayshaw, addressed to Mr. Wooler 
and Mr. Hunt, as published by Mr. Cariile, contain false and slan- 
derous reflections on the conduct of Mr. Mann; which Mr. Bray- 
shaw must have known to be false before he seut thei ; and that 
by his refusing to meet the Committee of the Reformers, and come 
to a full explanation on the subject, he has proved himself unwor- 
thy the confidence of every friend to freedom. 

2. That the conduct of John Smithson, in sending a false 
statement to Mr. Carlile, of the letter read by Mr. Mann, at Wake- 
field, and his not writing to Mr. Carlile to contradict the statement 
he had so sent, as he had promised io the Union Rooms proves him 
to have been actuated by some base and unworthy motive; and 
that itis the opinion of this Meeting, that he is unworthy the 
confidence of every friend of liberty. 


¥. That, the conduct of W. Bierley, James Watson, and Joha 
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Smithers, in sending to Mr. Carlile faise and wilful misrepreseata- 
tions, have been the means of preventing many friends to liberty, 
from assisting Mr, Carlile, towards enabling hii to pay his enor- 
mous fines, and that those siandcrous statements, which have 
disgraced the pages of the Republican, and disgusted many of Mr. 
Carlile’s greatest admirers, have been the means of preventing 
many ¢f his friends from contributing to his subscriptions. 

4. That Mr. Carlile be requested to contradict the foul and false 
assertions which he has made in Nos. 3 and 4 of the Repudlican, 
concerning the Christian Reformers, and Mr. John Ward; and 
that Mr. Carlile be requested to give up his authors, to the Leeds 
Reformers, as fouler and more scandatous falsehoods, were never 
published. 

5. That these resolutions be inserted in the Black Dwarf, Repub- 
Jican, Manchester Observer, &c. and that Mrs, Buckle, Wasse, 


Taylor, Mann, and Whincup be appointed a Committee to com- 
municate with Mr. Carlile. 


6. That the thanks of the meeting be given to the Chairman for 
his able and impartial conduct during thistabouricus investigation. 


In reference to the Meetings at which these resolu- 
tions were discussed and adopted, we have received the 
following singular letter, which we insert in compliance 
with the. request of the writers : though we cannot com- 
prehend the mysterious threcét which it contains, nor 
how brave and honest men should condescend to use it. 
is it for “ Republicans” to become /nformers? Is it for 
men who contend that the people have an undoubted 
right to assemble together when they please, to stoop to 
talk of legal meetings? And with respect to the charge 
of having been ill-treated:—-who will believe that the 
reformers of Leeds are so brutal as to insult, and endanger 
the lives of men, who appcar in their own defence: against 
accusation? fi they are, ihese individuals will do well 
to renounce all further intercourse with them. If, on 
the contrary, these parties are conscious of having acted 

a part which was calculated to excite the indignation of 

a public assembly, it is high time they abandoned any 


furtacr pretence of serving a cause W hich they are only 
ealenlated te injure. 
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‘* Leeds, June 26, 1322. 
 Sir,—Should certain proceedings be sent to you for insertion 
from an illegal Meeting held in the Union Rooms, Leeds, we wish 
you to insert the following Resolution which was read there :— 
‘“* Leeds, June 25, 1822. 

‘¢ Gentlemen,—In consequence of the outrage commited on Fri- 
day night last, in which the life of the Treasurer of Mr. Carlile’s 
subscription was endangered, by the shameful abuse he received on 
that occasion, we consider we cannot, with safety, attend, untiy 
another place be appointed, and the proceedings rendered legal, 
by public advertisement !” 

‘Pp. S. In default of this being acceded to, we shall feel our- 
sclves justified ia laying the whole affair, including the Missions, 
before the public, by means of the Priating Press. —(Signed) Byer- 
ley, Smithson, Brayshaw, Huntley, Driver, and Watson. 

‘* Be it observed, that W. Driver made the offer to lay down the 
half of the expence of a Public Meeting, at the time the proposal 
was made.” 

We are, Sir, Yours, &c. 


Byerley, Smithson, Brayshaw, 
Huntley, Driver, and Watson. 





We ie 








te ee ee 





— 


THE MOCK NATIONAL DEBT. 
ZG 


SIR. 

The national debt, falsely so called, being contract- 
ed bya boroughmonger parliament, is only a borough-~- 
monger debt ; and of course the people who have had 
nothing to do with contracting it, have nojust obligation 
to pay it. The interest of ‘the debt is paid by “taxes 
levied on the people, without their consent ; which is 
nothing less then legal plunder. If one man borrows of 
another a sum of money, and agrees to pay principal and 
interest on certain conditions, it certainly is right that 
he should fulfil his agreement; but if one set ‘of men 
borrow money of another set, and enjoin those who have 
nothing to do with it, or, have not consented to it, to 
pay either principal or interest, it is the very acme of 
injustice! What cround, then haye the Boroughmonger 
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parliament to tax the people, who have not ‘consented to 
the contracting of the debt, for the payenent of either 
the principle or‘ interest of such debt! Even, if it should 
be acknowledged that those who had lent their money, 
to a set of men who had engaged the faith of parliament 
to see them paid, much beyorid the possibility of pay- 
ing; could those, in such case, deserve pity, if they 
should be deceived When it is evident that. their greedi- 
ness of gain had urged them to risk their money, when 
they must know ‘they were lending it to a bankrupt 
system ! 

If we were to consider the unreasonableness, as well as 
the injustice of obliging the poor people to contribute to- 
ward paying the rich men interest for their money, lent 
to the state, thereby making the rich richer, and the 
poor poorer : we should soon be convinced of the inhu- 
manity of the proceeding ; seeing that nothing can be 
more ungenerous, unjust, or unmanly. Arenot therich 
men rich enough already, but that they must lend their 
evormous sums to the government, at a certain interest, 
without risk, instead of employing it for the increase of 
trade, manufactures, agriculture, or other public bene- 
fits! The paying interest to money lenders is the surest 
way to ruin a country ; ; as it encourages wars, andevery 
incentive to public plunder! 

If an honest, reformed, or, free chosen parliament, 
were to declare the impossibility of coutinuing to pay 
the interest of the public debt; every fundholder would 
be eager to realize as muchas he could of bis stock, which 
would lower the prices considerably ; and enhance trade 
&e. &e. &e. beyond all conned: and although some 
individuals would consequently suffer by such a mea- 
sure; yet it would be chiefly those who have been most 
benefited at the public expence, and of course could have 
the least reason te complain. Now, if we cannot expect 
any great good without experiencing some evil, in’ this 
mixed state, in which we are placed ; and as we cannot 
expect to gain a greai victory, without some considera- 
ble loss, we must reconcile our feelings for those who 
suffer, by considering that without reform, all our calam- 
ities would be continually increasing ; ‘and that the 
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longer we put off the evil day, the worse our situation 
would be, and more difficult of correction. 

As providence has not permitted us to know how long 
it will be before the reform ofabuses will be accomplish— 
ed; although we have no doubt that it must beso, sooner 
or later ; probably that we might exercise our abilities to 
bring it about; and that we may enjoy it the better, 
from its having engaged our long and unremitted exer- 
tions: but as the All Wise knows what is best for us, We 
should not repine at his dispensation ; but patiently 
await his appointed time for bettering our condition ; 
using at the same time all the talents with which he has 
eudowed us, to promote our own good. 


Better for use, perhaps, it micht appear, 
Were there all harmony-all virtue here? 
That never air or ocean felt the wind ; 

That never passion discompos’d the mind, 
But all subsists by elemental strife, 

And passions are the elements of life ; 

The general order since the whole began 

1s kept iv nature, and is Kept in wan.”—Pope. 


This doctrine does not inculcate ajblind acquisscence, i 
only requires us to exercise our patience ; but does not 
forbid us to exert ourselves rationally to suppress vice 
and support virtue! Ifwe see those, who ought to be 
our protectors, make it their chief delight to pillage and 
plunder us, is itnot our duty to stop their proceedings? 
{s it not our duty to make a public example of them to 
prevent the like happening in future! Is it not our 
duty to convince them that ‘* honesty is the best poiicy.’ 
Evil produces good, and good produces evil alternately. 
action and re-action must be perpetual ; it is this fer- 
mentation that produces all the good we know. Ovr 
chief aim should therefore be, so to regulate this commo. 
tion, as to produce a predominancy of good! that the 
remembrance of past evils, might be the cause of our 
enjoying the present good! Let us be active in well 
doing, and trust toHim who cannot err for the final 
result. 

The history of the world demonstrates the gradual im- 
prov ement of mankind, in morals, science, and hu- 
manity! for although the same malignant spirit still pre- 











6% THE BLACK DWARE, 


vails in the hearts of despots, the general predominance 
of humane ideas impedes the progress of their malevo- 
lence: for if there had been no amelioration, Carlile 
would have been reduced to ashes, and a Cobbett, a Cart- 
wright, a Bentham, a Hunt, &c., would have ceased to 
exist on this sublunary ylcbe. Hence there is a strong 
probability that the world will continue to improve as 
time advances ; and although the malignant passions of 
the wicked may still be active, yet man’s experience will 
eventually convince him that doing justice is much 
better than duplicity and deception. If the rich, the 
proud, and the great, could but subdue their luxurious 
habits—if they the ood but see their own littleness =-if 
they could but refrain from scorning the uneducated poor 
—if they could but submit to the dictates of common sense, 
and common honesty—if they could but persuade them- 
selves to “‘ do as they would be done by,” they would 
soon experience the certain eflects of being happy them- 
selves, by making others so. Subordination is absoluiely 
necessary for the cood government of a whole people, 
but honesty and humanity i is quite as necessary on the 
part of the governors; for if they are not strictly honest 
mn humane, it 15 ¢¢ ontrary to common sense to expect 
obedience from those whose duty it is only to obey when 
they are protected. Coercive laws will never effectually 
enforce due subordination, if the fountain of Govern- 
ment is polluted with injustice. Example, therefore, is 
infinitely better than force, to insure order and obe- 
dience. If then some unruly dispositions should be too 
stubborn to obey, they would find the great majority of 
the people avainst tiem, which no perverse obstinacy 
could long resist. Good government, therefore, mani- 
festly depends on the good disposition of those who 
vovern; and justice, impartial justice, should influ- 
ence all their proce edings, even humanity should not 
interfere where justice is absolutely necessary. 

Mr. Canning asserted “ that the House frequently 


voting contrary to the wishes of the people has been the 


means of our obtaining the most glorious victories, and of 
impressing the world with the idea of our immense 
power and riches! so that nothing could stand in the 
Way of our national grandeur and happiness! But how 
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is it, that amidst all this immensity of power and glory 
which the extraordinary wisdom of an obsequious House 
has produced, (contrary to the wishes of the advocates of 
justice and liberty), that the people are now starving in 
the midst of p lenty? Had the Parliament, fer half a 
century past, spoken the true sense of the people, shoud 
we have experienced more splendid misery than we do 
at this moment? Should we have less respect shewn to 
us by foreign powers, or be less beloved by the whole 
world? Here, the, we see the true picture of arro- 
gance and selfishness scorning the dictates of common 
sense, prudence, and honesty ; and yet this is the man 
appointed to rule, with his sophistical delusions, more 
than a hundred millions of wretched human beings! How 
long, O Ged of Truth and Justice, wilt thou permit these 
abominations to exist, before thou inspirest thy people 
with sufficient unanimity and resolution, to stop the 
progress of those who perpetually blast the fair fame of 
thy once free and happy people ? 

There was a time when even the great ones of this 
nation acknowledged that the “ voice of the people was 
the voice of God.” Well, then, let Universal Suffrage 
restore that voice—let the people of Englaud resolve to 
be heard—let them resolve to ob{ain their inherent rights 
—let them break the trammels of superstition, and use 
their unsophisticated reason, and the blessing of him 
that made them, will at last crown their united efforts 
with complete success! Faith in the funds is the chief thing 
that supports the present system! When that fails, all delu- 
sion vanishes! When the monied mensee clearly the bubble 

must soon burst, they will scramble for the sovereigns, 
but then it will be too late. ‘Those who are wise enough 
to see the “* signs of the times,” will not defer the golden 
opportunity, but “ make hay while the sun shines.” 

if confidence in the stability of the funds, by the great 
fundholders, is the cause of a “great body of “the people 
placing their ail in that culph of ruin, it being well 
known that the Bank cannot pay one per cent of the 
debt, is it not time, then, for the little fund-holders to 
Secure something before the scramble begins? if the 
great fund-lord’s faith is immoveable, let him enjoy the . 
rbactom, and if he should be deceived, who will ery 














THE BLACK DWARP. 


about it? There is but one way to be secure—save tlié 
principal, and never mind the interest, it being very pro- 


bable that in less than a year one sovereign may be equal 
to two at the present time. 


R. W. 





LEGITIMATE BUTCHERY OF THE GREEKS, 


BY 


“OUR GOOD AND GRACIOUS ALLIES, THE TURKS!” 


ee eee 


We have such a mass of domestic calamity pressing upon us, 
im consequence of the mis-government at home, that foreign 
affairs are naturally thrown into the back-ground. With 
{reland, depopulating by a famine, easily traced to the svste- 
matic misrulewhich has rendered her destitute population totally 
dependant upon the vicissitudes of the seasons; and with tle 
same prospect for this country, of starvation in the midst of 
abundance, from the same cause (a system of grinding taxa- 
lion, operating upon the capital of the people), we have enougit 
of domestic misery to attract our attention, without looking 
beyond the circle. The important events, however, transacting 
beyond its limits, require a casual glance; for they have a 
connexion with what is passing before our eyes, which may 
atiord us a useful lesson. In private life, the proverb of 
“tell me your company, and I will tell you what you are,’ 
is HOY more correct than when applied to Governments. And 
by looking at the national friendship of our Ministers, we may 
have as excellent an index to their characters, as from their 
domestic measures. Among the first of their friendships abroad, 
stands the Great Turk ; and this friendship is maintained with 
the greatest pertinacity, in the midst of conduct on the part 
of the Turks, never equalled by the horrors of the Inquisition 
in Spain, or the greatest barbarities of religious persecution 
in the Christian world. Al! the cruelties of the French Revo- 
jution sink into nothingness, compared with the atrocities com- 
mitted _ the Greeks by those good Allies of our Ministry, 
the Turks! The murder of defenceless individuals, the sale 
of their wives and daughters for the gratification of the 
inst of aur Turkish Allies, i is admitted by that patron of all des- 
potic abuses, Lord Castlereagh, in the House of Commons! 
and, shame to a British Legislature, the admission was suffered 
10 pass, without any expression of that manly indignation, which 
ought to have withered the soul ofa Minister capable of owning 
chat he was in alliance with such monsters! But they are clothed 
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in purple! The murderers wear crowns, and bear sceptres imi 
their hands! They are armed with power to murder with 
ympunity, and are, therefore, entitled to respect, and honor, 
even while they murder. Mr. Carlile for impugning the Chris- 
uan Faith, is immured in prison, and held up by Lord Castle- 
reagh as an object of Christian persecution and abhorrence. 
The ‘Turks pull down the Christian Churches, murder the 
Christian Bishops, murder the professors of Christianity, and 
consign Christian females to debauchery—and Lord Castle- 
reach calls it a calamity— yes, he admits it must be called a 
ealamity—but apologizes for it, on account of the peculiar act 
of barbarity committed, he says, on both sides! ‘Thank 
God, the House of Commons that could listen, in silence, to 
such an apology for the wanton murder of defenceless and 
wnoffending men, and the violation of women whose husbands 
and fathers were guilty of wishing for the blessings of liberty, 
was not elected by the people of England! The people are 
not identified with the tacit acquiescence in the admission that 
rape and murder, when committed under the authority of the 
‘Turkish Government, is susceptible of an apology from the 
mouth of a British Minister. The humanity of Lord Castle- 
reagh may reconcile him to the transactions. The approver 
of the barbarities in Ireland, in 1797 ; and of the Massacre at 
Manchester in 1819, cannot be supposed to have any peculiar 
horror at the recital of such scenes; but where are those feel- 
ings which once dignified this country? Where is the spirit that 
Hew to the assistance of Holland, when it invoked the God of 
Freedom against the tyranny of Spain? The hostages for the 
island of Scio, at Constantinople have been basely murdered ; 
and when the matter was mentioned, Loré Castlereagh coolly 
remarked that ‘* government was in possession of the fact, that 
“* ten or twelve of the hostages for the people of Scio had been 
“ executed, but ‘not of any details respecting ‘t.” This was an 
evasion:—for on Mr. W. Smith replying, “ he was inclined 
“to think that instead of ten or twelve, eighty five had suftered 
** death by the hands of the executioner ; and that six had been 
“* impaled alive, who hadcommitted no other crime than that 
“of becoming hostages for their countrymen :”—on this being 
stated, Lord Castlereagh owned that. “‘ eighty or ninety had 
** been executed; but only ten or twelve were hostages from 
“Scio!” Yet we have an accredited ambassador at this 
Sanguinary court, this cabinet of murderers—we are told that 
we have much influence there—and it is certain that the’ Bri- 
tish Ministers have laboured hard to prevent the Emperor of 
Russia from doing the only good he ever contemplated—that 
of avenging the Greeks! Was it to enable the Turks to butcher 
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them with impunity ? Castlereagh says that cruelties have bees 
committed on both sides. But let the difference of the sides be 
considered. ‘Turkey has uo right to hold the Greeks in sia- 
very. Greece is rising against aggression and despotisin; and 
has the tyranny of many centuries to avenge. The blood, 
and the treasures, and the liberty of Greece, have been at the 
mercy of the Turks for ages ; and the Greeks, in their struggle 
for freedom, might be justifiably animated with the spirit of 
retributive justice. But where are the instances of their cru- 
elty? What Turkish women have they consigued io the las- 
civiousness of Grecian lust? What cool murders of defence- 
less Turks have they committed? But it is needless to ques- 
tion Castlereagh. He will tell us that Turkey has a regular 
and degttimate government, and is our gracious ally, and 
must be treated with due respect /—while the Greeks are 
Jacobinical Reformers, who want to destroy the holy religion 
of Mahomet ! 

In this struggle of the Greeks for independence, honour 
and interest equally demand the interfereuce of Great Britain, 
These words from the British Ambassador, “ safety or war,” 
would have saved these lives:—and their sacrifice in defiance 
of all laws, demands a full recognition of the independence ot 
Greece; which, besides the honour that would accrue from 
following the path of justice, would open to our mercantile in- 
dustry an inexhaustible market for our manufacturers. But we 
have no doubt that the present administration will prefer a 
participation with Turkey in its tyrauny over the Greeks, to as- 
sisting in the emancipation which will be accomplished without 
their aid. The miserable patronage of the Ionian Islands, where 
Turkish justice is administered under English authority, weighs 
far more with littleness in the management of British affairs, 
than the extension of commerce, and the establishment of li- 
beral and enlightened governments. 





TO CORRESPONDENTS 





Mr. Maddocks acknowledges the receipt of £1 15s. from the 
Birmingham Patriots’ Fried Society through the hands of Mr 
Lakins. 

Mr. Davison also begs tu acknowledge the receipt of £1 from 
the Friends of Free discussion at Dewsbury and High Town. 


In our next an Analysis of the Debt miscalled the National Debt ; 
shewing how John Bull /ent it to himself; and that he is not in- 
debted to any body a single farthiag. 
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